Suicidal patients and the ethics of medicine.
The moral values of contemporary society present a turmoil of pluralistic, often confusing values. In the face of these, what should be the proper attitude of the physician towards the suicidal patient? Should he (she) support the patient's autonomous right to make such a decision independently, or should he use his professional influence to try to sustain the patient's life? This paper discusses the social and religious roots of today's medical dilemma and tries to help the health professional to avoid the pitfalls of simplistic solutions which do not take account of clinical experience.